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COVID-19 FEDERAL ACTION SUMMARY 

 

This document will be updated frequently. Please check back to see new developments 

in the federal government’s response to COVID-19 and how it impacts rail suppliers. 

COVID-19 RELIEF LEGISLATION 

i. H.R. 6074 - Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental 

Appropriations Act 

ii. H.R.6201 - Families First COVID-19 Response Act 

iii. S.3548 – CARES Act 

• CARES, the landmark COVID relief legislation at $2.7 trillion, established the 

Paycheck Protection Program, direct economic relief payments to 

Americans, and increased unemployment benefits. 

(a) CARES also provided $31 to the Department of Transportation and $1 

billion for Amtrak 

iv. H.R. 266 - Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care 

Enhancement Act 

• At $484 billion in total funding, this bill mostly added funding to the PPP  

($321 billion) and provided funds for hospitals. With H.R. 266, the total 

spending on COVID-19 relief reached $2.7 trillion.  

v. H.R. 6800 – The Heroes Act 

• On 5/12, House Democrats unveiled their plan for a fifth COVID relief bill. 

More of a statement of priorities, the bill, which includes additional 

economic impact payments and funding for state and local governments, is 

unlikely to become law in its current form.  

vi. H.R. 7010 – Paycheck Protection Program Flexibility Act 

• This bill makes it easier for borrowers to receive loan forgiveness and 

creates more flexibility for what the loans can be used for and still be 

forgiven under the PPP. It also extends a number of deadlines and coverage 

periods. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6074/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6074/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6201
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3548?r=1&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/266
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/266
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6800
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7010/text
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AGENCIES & REGULATION 

vii. Opening Up America Again 

• The White House has released a three step plan for states to use in 

reopening their economies. 

viii. Department of Transportation 

• On 4/3, DOT announced how the Federal Transit Administration will 

distribute $25 billion in grant funding which the CARES Act appropriated to 

public transit agencies. Under the Urbanized Area Formula Program (49 USC 

5307) and the Formula Grants for Rural Area Program (49 USC 5311) 

programs, $22.7 billion will go to large and small urban areas and $2.2 

billion will go to rural areas.  

(a) Via Progressive Railroading, a breakdown on how those funds will be 

allocated by region is here. 

(b) As of 5/7, APTA has requested an additional $23.8 billion in relief 

funding  

ix. Federal Railroad Administration  

• The FRA has opened an emergency docket through which railroads can 

apply for regulatory relief related to the emergency. Depending on the 

regulation, in some cases that relief will extend to contractors working on 

those railroads. More information here.  

x. Transportation Security Administration 

• The TSA issued a final rule on security training for surface transportation 

employees on 3/23, but in light of the national COVID-19 emergency delayed 

its implementation by 90 days to 6/22. More information on that rule is 

here. 

xi. Treasury Department 

• On 4/9, the Treasury Department announced that a number of tax and 

administrative deadlines will be extended. 

• On 4/2, Secretary Mnuchin said that Americans can expect the first round of 

direct payments to appear in their accounts in two weeks.  

xii. Small Business Administration 

• Information about the SBA's response to COVID-19 is available here. 

• Small businesses impacted by COVID-19 can apply for disaster relief loans 

through the SBA here. 

• Information on the Paycheck Protection Program 

(a) A FAQ via the Treasury Department is available here.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/#criteria
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-transportation-secretary-elaine-l-chao-announces-25-billion-help-nations-public
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/urbanized-area-formula-grants-5307
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/urbanized-area-formula-grants-5307
https://www.transit.dot.gov/rural-formula-grants-5311
https://www.progressiverailroading.com/passenger_rail/news/FTA-allocates-25-billion-in-virus-aid-to-transit-agencies--60126?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://www.progressiverailroading.com/federal_legislation_regulation/news/FRA-declares-emergency-in-response-to-coronavirus-outbreak--59983
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/23/2020-05126/security-training-for-surface-transportation-employees
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm970
https://www.sba.gov/disaster-assistance/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-assistance
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/paycheck-protection-program-ppp
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequenty-Asked-Questions.pdf
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xiii. Department of Homeland Security  

• The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) issued 

guidance for essential critical infrastructure employees on 3/19 during the 

COVID-19 response, which can be found here. This document has been 

updated several times since it’s initial release 

STATES  

xiv. Shelter in place or lockdown orders are being lifted in stages in 

most states and localities.  

• A list of which states and their stage of reopening is available via the New 

York Times here. 

https://www.cisa.gov/publication/guidance-essential-critical-infrastructure-workforce
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/states-reopen-map-coronavirus.html

